CHAPTER  V.
INDIA-RUBBER  PLANTATIONS.
THE subject of cultivated rubber is attracting so much
attention at the present time that it has been thought
desirable to put all references to it in one chapter, so as to be
easy of access to those whose chief interest in rubber lies in its
future supply. The idea of supplementing the supplies of
native rubber with the product of plantations is by no means
a new one, initiative having been taken in India as far back
as 1860, owing presumably to the decreased yield of Assam
rubber from destructive methods of collection. It was not,
however, until 1872 that the subject was recognised as of
real importance, and in that year James Collins, an Edin-
burgh botanist, was instructed by the India Office to draw
up a report concerning the rubber trees of America, and to
ascertain whether they could be grown in India. In 1875,
Bobert Cross, of Liverpool, in concert with C. E. Markham,
of Assam, was sent to Panama to collect seeds and cuttings
of the Castilloa tree. He was also sent by the India Office
the following year to Para to collect information about the
trees yielding the Para and Gear a rubbers. His official
report shows that he met with formidable difficulties in the
course of his undertaking, but he succeeded in his main
object. The seeds and cuttings which he obtained in his
journeys were duly HOWU and planted at Kew, and in due